
Appendix 9:  Projects That Could Have Been 
 

There are at least three projects that could have had a significant impact on the city of Cloverdale 
had they been successful.  One of the projects worked on while Davini was a member of the 
Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce was a proposal to develop a State Park at the Geysers.  A 
second significant project was the possible development of a State College at Asti, and a third 
project was a possible motel at Asti. 
  

A. Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce Proposal for the Geysers State Park.  The Cloverdale 
Chamber of Commerce made a strong bid for having the Geysers as one of the many 
California State Parks.  At the time the proposal was made to the State of California most 
of the steam vents were not capped off for generation of electricity.  The Geysers was wild 
and scenic and was operated as a private resort.  As it turned out, the interests of private 
developers of steam power had far more influence and saw the chance for huge financial 
gain. 

 
B. California State College, Asti.  As you can see from the many letters in this section, a lot 

of effort was made to site a California State College at Asti, California.  The effort was not 
successful, but if it had been, there would probably be another large town just south of 
Cloverdale. 

 Letter to California State Director of Finance – August 28, 1958  
 Letter to Walter Sandlin – August 28, 1958 
 Memo to Mr. Bianchini – September 16, 1958 
 California Public Works Hearing Agenda – September 30, 1958 
 Report from Hearing 
 Memo from Hearing 
 Bob Meyer Memo – October 14, 1958 
 Letter to Mr. Bianchini - February 16, 1959 

  Letter to Mr. Bianchini - March 13, 1959 
 

C. Asti Motel.  Italian Swiss Colony was always of great interest to the Davinis.  They made 
many friends in the upper levels of management in San Francisco and Cloverdale.  They 
were invited to many social events and often took friends and relatives on tours of Asti.  
The Davinis even had distant relatives associated with the Angelo Petri wine family.  
Dave Davini’s dream was to develop a motel and restaurant complex near the office and 
tasting room. 

 Italian Swiss Colony - May 16, 1959 
 Italian Swiss Colony - November 23, 1959 

 







 







 



























 


